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San Francisco, California 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT FILED 
AFTER A NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE (37 CFR L97(d)) 



Sir: 



A Notice of Allowance has been received for this application but the issue fee has not yet 
been paid. The due date for payment is July 24, 2006. 



Applicants submit the attached Information Disclosure Statement for consideration by the 
Examiner under 37 CFR 1.97(d). 

A check for $1 80 is enclosed to cover the fee as required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). Please 
charge any additional fee that may be due, or credit any overpayment, to deposit account 07-0137. 
A copy of this statement authorizing the charge is enclosed. 

I hereby state that no item of information in the Information Disclosure Statement filed 
herewith was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
CFR 1.56(c) more than 3 months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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4> 



The disclosed references are: 

JP-2000.338359, Japanese Patent Office; published December 8, 2000, with English 
abstract. 

JP-10-239558, Japanese Patent Office; published September 1 1, 1998, with English abstract. 
JP-l 1-305054, Japanese Patent Office; published November 5, 1999, with English abstract. 

JP-2001-183543, Japanese Patent Office; published July 6, 2001, with English abstract. 

JP-10-253848, Japanese Patent Office; published September 25, 1998, with English abstract. 

JP-08-094887, Japanese Patent Office; published April 12, 1996, with English abstract. 

JP-2000.047067, Japanese Patent Office; published February 18, 2000, with English 
abstract. 

US 6,014,483; issued January 11, 2000; Thual, et al.; filed August 13, 1997. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner initial the cited references shown on the 
enclosed form PTO-1449 and that the references be made of record in the present application. 
Applicant also requests a Supplemental Notice of Allowance reflecting consideration of the 
attached Information Disclosure Statement. 



Respectfully submitted. 




David N. Lathrop 

Reg. No. 34,655 

601 California St., Suite 1111 

San Francisco, CA 94108-2805 

Telephone: (415) 989-8080 

Facsimile: (415)989-0910 

Enc. PTOForm 1449 

Cited references (8) 
Return receipt postcard 
Check for $180.00 



Certificate of MaiUng Under 37 CFR 1.10 

I certify that this Infonnation Disclosure Statement and all 
enclosed materials are being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service on May 5, 2006 as '^Express Mail," mailing 
label EV 539509549 US, in an envelope addressed to Mail 
Stop Issue Fee, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Jean CReed 
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